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Minutes

September 26, 2018
I. The WRAC Board met on September 26, 2018 at the West LA Civic Center 1645 Corinth Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90025. Doug Fitzsimmons acted as Chair and called the meeting to order at about 8:00 a.m. 
II. The following members were present: Steve Twining (BABCNC); Robin Greenberg (BABCNC); Larry Watts (BCC); Rob Kadota (MVCC); Sara Ross (MVCC); Maryam Zar (PPCC); Chris Spitz (PPCC); George Wolfberg (PPCC); Doug Fitzsimmons (SORONCZ); Ira Koslow (VNC); Steve Zann (WW CC) and Ann Hayman (WNC).   Also present: Michael Ventre (LADWP); Mike Fong (Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment); Sharon Commins (Re-Code LA Advisory Comm.) and Morgan Roth (Community Relations Manager for Bird).
III. The draft August 2018 Minutes were approved.
IV. Alliance Updates


· The Chair recognized Member Commins who gave a brief LUC report and noted that the State Legislature continues to consider bills limiting local land use authority in effort to encourage construction of affordable and transit oriented housing. 
· Member Twining reported briefly on the recent Purple Line meeting at WLAVA.and the new tunnel in connection with the Sepulveda Pass rail line. 

· Member Zar announced a new documentary on homelessness titled “The Advocates” will be screened in near future at a Laemmle’s.
V. Guest Presentations 
· The chair recognized Michael Ventre, LADWP community liaison, who reported the Benedict Canyon and Mulholland project was completed ahead of schedule and under budget. He attributed this to the cooperation, coordination and planning efforts of LADWP with other agencies and community representatives.

· The Chair next recognized Christopher Garcia of the City Clerk’s office who gave an update on the upcoming Neighborhood Council elections for Region 11. Key dates are: Candidate filing begins on February 17, 2019 and ends at 5:00 p.m. on March 19, 2019;  Elections will be on June 2, 2019
VI. Elections: The following officers were elected for 2019: President Maryam Zar; Vice President Rob Kadota and secretary Larry Watts. 

VII. New Business  — Additional motion background information available at westsidecouncils.com/pending.

a. The Chair recognized Member Zar who briefly addressed to need to follow-up on whether to proceed to convert WRAC into an IRC section 501, (c), (3) corporation. 
b. The Chair recognized Member Broide who discussed the process for removing trees that are located within the public right of way. His led to an extensive discussion of the need to preserve the urban forest canopy and the need for sufficient public notice before such trees are in fact removed. Thereafter, upon motion duly made and seconded, the following resolution was adopted:                                                            

WHEREAS, the Los Angeles urban tree canopy is diminishing yearly due to construction, urbanization and other factors;

WHEREAS,   the environmental benefits of trees include energy savings from the shade they provide, thus reducing the need for air-conditioning, the reducing of storm water runoff and soil erosion. purifying the air through the process of phytoremediation, absorbing carbon dioxide from the air and contributing to increased property values; and

WHEREAS, the current three-day notice of action to remove trees from the city right of way does not provide adequate time for the public to investigate, poll impacted members of the public, communicate with the applicable City Council office, etc.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, WRAC request that the Urban Forestry Department be directed to notify each NC and CC whose area encompasses the location where trees are to be removed from the public right of way, simultaneously with its notice to the relevant City Council District office.

c. The proposed resolution concerning Proposition 10 was withdrawn.

d. A proposed  motion regarding changes to the Community Plan updating process for all Westside plan areas was tabled.
VIII. Government Rep. Updates.


· Mayor Garcetti’s Office: Daniel Tamm not present. 

· Dept of City Planning: Fabiola Inzunza not present.
· The Chair recognized Deborah Hong of LADWP, who introduced her colleagues, Diana Jones and Tamiko Higashiyama who explained the upcoming single family residence sampling program to measure the presence of copper and lead in drinking water. A written description of the plan was also distributed.
· The Chair recognized Joe Galloway of LA City Councilmember Koretz’s Office (CD 5) who stated a proposed bridge housing area is under consideration at 7951 Beverly Blvd., which is between Fairfax Ave. and Crescent Heights Blvd.
· LA City Councilmember Bonin’s Office (CD 11): Chuy Orozco not present.
· The Chair recognized Dep.LA City Attorney Carmen Hawkins. Ms. Hawkins announced she will be retiring at year’s end and will be working between now and then to bring her successor up to speed with her NC oversite responsibilities.  She also indicated that one of the biggest administrative tasks currently faced by many NC’s are freedom of information requests. In her experience disgruntled members of the public are teaming up with these requests looking for or alleging various Brown Act violations by NC’s. 
· The Chair recognized Mike Fong of the Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment who briefly discussed the Congress of Neighborhoods on September 22, 2018 and urged WARAC to spread the word to the community. More information and registration can be found at: https://www.nccongressla.com/  He also indicated that the formation and organization of the new Westwood North NC is proceeding.
· Board of Neighborhood Commissioners: Commissioner Eli Lipmen not present.
· LA County Supervisor Sheila Kuehl’s Office: Stephanie Cohen not present.

· U.S. Representative Karen Bass’s Office: Jacqueline Hamilton not present.

· U.S. Representative Ted Lieu’s Office: Janet Turner not present.

· CA Senator Ben Allen’s Office: Samuel Liu / Eugene Tseng not present.

· CA Assemblymember Richard Bloom’s Office: Josh Kurpies.

· CA Assembly District 54: Brian Ross Adams not present.
· Re-Code LA Zoning Advisory Committee: Sharon Commins reported on AB 2939 currently pending in the Assembly. She reports that this bill is largely in response to the defeat of SB 827. This bill, like SB 827 would preempt local zoning laws. The bill establishes the maximum standards that local agencies shall use to evaluate a proposed accessory dwelling unit on a lot zoned for residential use that includes a proposed or existing single-family dwelling.  Member Commins was highly critical of this bill. For more information and text of the bill: https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB2939 
IX. Updates on Pending Motions Full motion text available at westsidecouncils.com/pending.
Asterisk = Council passed a modified version of the motion. 

a. NC System Reform recommendations. November 2018 passage deadline / Passed by SORO NC*
b. Extend (and fund) timeline for Community Plans. November 2018 passage deadline / Passed by WNC

c. Request for planning data prior to start of Community Plan update. Adopted.
d. Regulation of personal electric scooters. Off calendar.
e. Support for the CEQA Appeals Code Amendment of June 6, 2018. Off calendar.

f. Oil drilling safety conditions at Rancho Park Golf Course. Off Calendar.

g. Opposition to the Deferred Retirement Option Plan of the LA Police and Firefighters 
September 2018 passage deadline. Off calendar.

h. Support for Protected Tree ordinance- Adopterd.

i. Opposition to the automatic renewal of the City’s bus shelter advertising 20-year contract with Decaux. Off calendar.

X. The Chair announced that the next meeting will take place at date, time and location to be determined. 
XI. Thereupon a motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:10 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Larry Watts, Secretary
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