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   Minutes

October 17, 2018
I. The WRAC Board met on October 17, 2018 at the West LA Civic Center, 1645 Corinth Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90025. Maryam Zar acted as Chair and called the meeting to order at about 8:40 a.m.  

a. The following voting members were present: Larry Watts (BCC); Rob Kadota (MVCC); Nickie Miner (BABCNC); George Wolfberg (PPCC); Ira Koslow (VNC); Jane Wishon (WWNC); and Ann Hayman (WNC).
b.  Also present:  Maryam Zar (WRAC Chair); Barbara Broide (WNC); Sara Roos (MVCC); Chris Spitz (PPCC); Steve Twining (WRAC Mobility Committee Chair); Robert Schlesinger (BABCNC); Deborah Hong (LADWP); Mike Fong (Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment); Debbie Dyner-Harris (CD 5); Hannah Levien (CD11); Erin Schneider (Sup. Sheila Keuhl); Fabiola Inzunza (City Planing Dept.); Rémi Kessler; Ric Castro; and Mark Armstrong.

c. The meeting continued though no action was taken in the absence of a quorum.
II. The action on the draft September 2018 Minutes was tabled.
III. Committee Updates


· LUC: The Chair recognized Member Wolfberg who reviewed the LUC’s recommendations concerning an increase in the budget for Urban Forestry, notice period for street trees removals, support for the Encino NC motion to protect the urban canopy. 
IV.  Government Rep. Updates.


· Mayor Garcetti’s Office: A representative was not present. 

· Dept of City Planning: Fabiola Inzunza gave a brief report on the community plan updating process and noted that this will include reviewing the implications of CEQA .
· The Chair recognized Deborah Hong of LADWP, who provide written information concerning just adopted LADWP rate hikes and provided updates on department construction projects..
· The Chair recognized Debbie Dyner-Harris of LA City Councilmember Koretz’s Office (CD 5) who provided an update on the Tree Protecion Ordinance, and reported on new hillside brush clearance ordinance which imposes heavy penalties for violations. She will enquire and report concerning application of legislative action regulating ADU’s and STR’s located in hillside areas.

· LA City Councilmember Bonin’s Office (CD 11): Hannah Levien reported on bridge housing town hall that will take place in Venice tonight.
· The Chair recognized Mike Fong of the Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment who reported DONE is reviewing the NC subdivision process and in the interim there is a moratorium on new NC subdivisions until 2020.  He briefly discussed upcoming meetings related to homelessness, economic development and education.
· Board of Neighborhood Commissioners: Commissioner Eli Lipmen not present.
· LA County Supervisor Sheila Kuehl’s Office: Erin Schneider Metro/WestLA Field Deputy. Briefly described the new bridge housing at WLAVA, and the amendment of county anti-smoking ordinance to include E-cigarettes and marijuana. 

· U.S. Representative Karen Bass’s Office: Jacqueline Hamilton not present.

· U.S. Representative Ted Lieu’s Office: Janet Turner not present.

· CA Senator Ben Allen’s Office: Samuel Liu / Eugene Tseng not present.

· CA Assemblymember Richard Bloom’s Office: Josh Kurpies not present.

· CA Assembly District 54: Brian Ross Adams not present.

· Re-Code LA Zoning Advisory Committee: Sharon Commins not present.

V. Guest Presentations 
· The chair recognized Rémi Kessler who described his new documentary film The Advocates which opens on October 19 at the Laemmle Monica. The film focuses on those who are working to solve the homelessness crisis and will be available for screening to community groups as an aid in building public support for solutions.

· The Chair next recognized Mark Armstrong of Yes on B who explained the benefits his organization believes will flow from creating a municipally sponsored bank.
VI.   New Business — The Chair announced her plan to create a WRAC Executive Committee that would initially include the Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, Barbara Broide and Debbie Dyner-Haris.

VII.   Old Business.

a. 501 (C) (3) By Laws discussion was tabled.

b. Changes to Community plan update process was tabled.

· Overnight Beach Access. The Chair announced that in view of prior approval of a motion related to this matter she will send and a letter consistent with the action taken.
VIII. Updates on Pending Motions.  Full motion text available at westsidecouncils.com/pending.
Asterisk = Council passed a modified version of the motion. The Chair requested WRAC members in the future should use the website to advise of actions taken by them. 
a. NC System Reform recommendations. November 2018 passage deadline / Passed by SORO NC*
b. Extend (and fund) timeline for Community Plans. November 2018 passage deadline / Passed by BCC, PPCC and WNC.

c. Request for planning data prior to start of Community Plan update. Adopted by BCC, PPCC and WNC.
d. Regulation of personal electric scooters. Off calendar.
e. Support for the CEQA Appeals Code Amendment of June 6, 2018. Off calendar.

f. Oil drilling safety conditions at Rancho Park Golf Course. Off Calendar.

g. Opposition to the Deferred Retirement Option Plan of the LA Police and Firefighters 
September 2018 passage deadline. Off calendar.

h. Support for Protected Tree ordinance- Has been adopted.

i. Opposition to the automatic renewal of the City’s bus shelter advertising 20-year contract with Decaux. Motion has been mooted by City action issuing an RFP.

IX. The Chair announced that the next meeting will take place on November 14 at 8:30 a.m. at a location to be determined. 
X. Thereupon a motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:20 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Larry Watts, Secretary
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