Party House Ordinance (aka Loud and Unruly Gathering Ordinance)
12-1824-S1
Here is an article on the ordinance:

The Los Angeles City Council is sick and tired of having to wake up and call the cops in
the middle of the night or passive-aggressively bang the ceiling with a broomstick. It's
taking action to cut down on raucous house parties by punishing landlords who allow
them to happen.

As The Real Deal reports, the council unanimously passed a motion today asking the city
attorney’s office to draft an ordinance that would hit both tenants and homeowners with
escalating fines for repeated noise violations. The "Party House" regulations would also
create prohibition periods after initial violations, during which notices of violation would
have to be posted on the front door of homes as sort of a public mark of shame.

The motion, authored by Councilman David Ryu, is meant to prevent enterprising party
enthusiasts from renting homes just to host massive gatherings. It's a common practice in
the Hollywood Hills, an area Ryu reps.

Short-term rental sites such as Airbnb have only made it easier for hosts to find potential
locations for good-old-fashioned ragers. Last year, Ryu went so far as to propose making
it a misdemeanor to host parties in short-term rentals. So far, the council hasn’t chosen to
take steps that drastic, but the proposed new regulations do bar homeowners from
renting houses to short-term tenants while that notice of violation is hanging from the
front door.

The council’s measure is based on a Newport Beach ordinance adopted in 2011. Called
the Loud and Unruly Gathering Ordinance, it was authored to crack down on truly out-of-
control social gatherings. "This is for the large parties," Deputy City Attorney Kyle
Rowan told reporters at the time. "Some of you may remember the Dennis Rodman
days."

Residents of the Hollywood Hills may not have Rodman to contend with these days, but
they do have the Yottas, a German couple that has taken it upon themselves to show the
city "what it means to make party." Then, of course, there was the March graduation
party in the Hollywood Dell that led to a reported $86,379 in damage to one of the
neighborhood’s most notorious party houses.

Of course, escalating fines probably won’t scare off some of the more well-heeled
Hollywood Hills high rollers, but it might be enough to make the high school seniors
pooling their money together for one last hurrah before college-types think twice before
confirming those Airbnb reservations.



ORDINANCE NO.

An ordinance adding Section 41.58.1 to Article 1 of Chapter IV of the Los
Angeles Municipal Code to prohibit loud or unruly gatherings on residential property in
the City of Los Angeles and amending Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 11.2.04 to
clarify administrative fine amounts.

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles, pursuant to the police powers delegated to
it by the California Constitution, has the authority to enact laws which promote the public
health, safety and general welfare of its residents;

WHEREAS, the occurrence of loud or unruly gatherings on residential property is
a threat to the quiet enjoyment of property and to public health, safety, and welfare due
to excessive noise, traffic, obstruction of streets, service of alcohol to minors, public
drunkenness, fights, disturbances of the peace, vandalism and litter;

WHEREAS, at times, the Police Department and other City personnel are called
upon to respond, sometimes on multiple occasions, to loud or unruly parties. These
gatherings are a burden on scarce City resources and can result in delayed responses
to emergency calls and thereby reduce the public safety protection to the rest of the

City; and
WHEREAS, to mitigate the negative impacts of loud or unruly gatherings,

residential property owners and persons responsible for these gatherings should be
held accountable through the issuance of administrative citations and other penalties.

NOW, THEREFORE,

THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES
DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 41.58.1 is added to Article 1 of Chapter IV of the Los Angeles
Municipal Code to read as follows:

SEC. 41.58.1. LOUD OR UNRULY GATHERINGS.
(@)  Definitions.

1 "Citation” means an Administrative Citation issued pursuant to
Article 1.2 of Chapter 1 of this Code, unless otherwise specified.

2. “Enforcement Officer” shall have the same meaning as in Section
11.2.02 of this Code.



3. “Loud or Unruly Conduct,” as used in this section, includes any
of the following conduct if in violation of any provision of this Code or State law:

A. Loud noise;

B. Obstruction of a street or public right-of-way, including a
sidewalk;

C. Public intoxication or drinking in public;

D. The service of alcoholic beverages to minors;

E Possession and/or consumption of alcohol by minors;

E Assault, battery, fights, domestic violence or other

disturbaﬁces of the peace;

G. The sale or service of alcoholic beverages without a required
State license;

H. Vandalism or destruction of property;
l. Litter;

e Urinating or defecating in public; or
K. Trespassing.

Loud or Unruly Conduct does not include any activity that is protected by
Article 1, Section 4 of the California Constitution, or protected by the First or
Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution.

4. “Loud or Unruly Gathering” means a gathering of persons at any
Residence where Loud or Unruly Conduct occurs at the Residence or within 500
feet of the Residence, and which threatens or interferes with the public health,
safety or welfare, or the comfortable enjoyment of life and property.

D, “Minor”’ means any person under 21 years of age.

0 “Owner” means any person who owns the Residence where a
Loud or Unruly Gathering occurs.

7. “Person” means an individual or any firm, association,
organization, partnership, trust, business, corporation, company or entity.



8. “Residence” means any “residential building,” as that term is
defined in Section 12.03 of this Code, and includes any garage, carport,
walkway, yard, patio, deck, or other structure or area on the lot on which the

residential building is located.
9. “Responsible Party” means:

A. Any person who rents, leases or otherwise is in charge of
the Residence where a Loud or Unruly Gathering occurs; or

B. Any person who organizes or sponsors a Loud or Unruly
Gathering at a Residence.

(b)  Loud or Unruly Gatherings Prohibited. Loud or Unruly Gatherings are
prohibited and shall constitute a public nuisance subjecting the Owner and/or
Responsible Party to fines and/or penalties under this section. The City may abate a
Loud or Unruly Gathering by all available means, including, but not limited to, an order
of a peace officer requiring persons at the Loud or Unruly Gathering to leave the
Residence, the issuance of a Citation, and/or the arrest of any person committing a
criminal violation under this section or any other applicable State or local law.

(c) Posting of Notice Regarding a Loud or Unruly Gathering. An
Enforcement Officer responding to a Loud or Unruly Gathering shall post, on the front
entrance of the Residence at which the Loud or Unruly Gathering occurs, a notice

stating:

1L The name and agency of the Enforcement Officer who responded
to the Loud or Unruly Gathering;

2 The address of the Residence and the date of the Loud or Unruly
Gathering, along with a description of the Loud or Unruly conduct observed;

K 8 That Loud or Unruly Gatherings may result in the imposition of fines
and/or penalties against any Responsible Party and/or Owner; and

4, It is unlawful to alter, tamper with or deface the notice, or remove it
prior to 30 days from the date of the posting.

(d) Removal of Posted Notice Prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any
person to alter, tamper with or deface a posted notice described in Subdivision (c), or
remove it prior to 30 days from the date of the posting.

(e) Notice to Owner. A copy of the notice posted pursuant to Subdivision (c)
of this section shall be served on the Owner by personal service or by depositing in the
mail for delivery by the United States Postal Service, in a sealed envelope, postage



prepaid, addressed to the Owner shown on the County’s last equalized property tax
assessment roll.

) Citation Issued to Owner Absent during the Loud or Unruly
Gathering. An Owner not present during the Loud or Unruly Gathering may be issued
a Citation for any subsequent violation of Subsection (b) after personal service of the
notice in Subsection (e) or, if the notice is only mailed, ten (10) calendar days after the
mailing of the notice to the Owner pursuant to Subsection (e). The Citation to the
Owner not present during the Loud or Unruly Gathering may be issued by personal
service or by depositing in the mail for delivery by the United States Postal Service, in a
sealed envelope, postage prepaid, addressed to the Owner shown on the County’s last
equalized property tax assessment roll.

(9) Citation. An Enforcement Officer may issue a Citation to the Owner
and/or Responsible Party for a violation of Subsection (b) or (d) of this section.

(h) Fines and Penalties for Violations.

1. An Owner and/or Responsible Party issued a Citation in violation of
Subsection (b) of this section shall be subject to the following fines:

A. An administrative fine of $500 for a first violation;
B. An administrative fine of $1,000 for a second violation;
C. An administrative fine of $2,000 for a third violation; and

D. An administrative fine of $4,000 for a fourth violation and
$4,000 for each subsequent violation.

E A violation occurring after a period of 12 consecutive months
of no violations shall be considered a first violation.

A Responsible Party and/or Owner shall be subject to these
escalating administrative fines for subsequent Loud or Unruly Gatherings
even if at different Residences associated with the Responsible Party
and/or owned by the Owner.

2 Fine for Removal of Posted Notice. Any person in violation of
Subsection (d) of this section may be issued a Citation subject to an
administrative fine of $500.

(i) Administrative Process Applicable to Citations. Unless otherwise
specified herein, all Citations issued for violations of this section shall be subject to the
provisions set forth in Article 1.2 of Chapter 1 of this Code, including, but not limited to,



the administrative hearing and appeal process and the City’s authority to use any civil
remedy available to collect any unpaid administrative fine.

0) Criminal and Other Remedies Available. Any violation of Subsection
(b) or (d) of this section may be prosecuted as a misdemeanor. In cases where the City
Attorney elects to criminally prosecute a violation, the defendant shall be subject to all
applicable penalties authorized by Section 11.00 (m) of this Code, and not the
administrative fines and process authorized by this section.

(k) Severability. If any provision of this section is found to be
unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, that invalidity
shall not affect the remaining provisions of this section which can be implemented
without the invalidated provisions, and to this end, the provisions of this section are
declared to be severable.

Sec. 2. Subsection (b) of Section 11.2.04 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is
amended in its entirety to read as follows:

(b)  For all other Administrative Violations, the Administrative Fine imposed
shall be in the following amounts, unless otherwise specified in this Code.

1. Two hundred and fifty dollars ($250) for a first violation; provided,
however, that the amount shall be one hundred dollars ($100) for a first violation
of any provision of Chapter V, Article 3, Sections 53.00 and following, of this

Code.

2. Five hundred dollars ($500) for a second violation of the same code
provision, statute, ordinance, order, condition or requirement; provided, however,
that the amount shall be two hundred and fifty dollars ($250) for a second
violation of the same provision of Chapter V, Article 3, Sections 53.00 and

following, of this Code.

3. One thousand dollars ($1,000) for a third or any subsequent
violation of the same code provision, statute, ordinance, order, condition or
requirement; provided, however, that the amount shall be five hundred dollars
($500) for a third, and one thousand dollars ($1,000) for a fourth or any
subsequent, violation of the same provision of Chapter V, Article 3, Sections

53.00 and following, of this Code.

4, Nothing in this Section shall preclude or limit the Administrative
Hearing Officer's authority to impose a greater Administrative Fine, not to exceed
one thousand dollars ($1,000), in accordance with Subsection (b) of Section
11.2.09.



Sec. 3. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage of this ordinance and have it
published in accordance with Council policy, either in a daily newspaper circulated in
the City of Los Angeles or by positing for ten days in three public places in the City of
Los Angeles: one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street entrance to the
Los Angeles City Hall; one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street
entrance to the Los Angeles City Hall East; and one copy on the bulletin board located
at the Temple Street entrance to the Los Angeles County Hall of Records.

Approved as to Form and Legality

MICHAEL N. FEUER, City Attorney

By /M/*’%@\\

~" HEATHER AUBRY |
Deputy City Attorney \
‘ /
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I hereby certify that the foregoing ordinance was passed by the Council of the City of
Los Angeles.

CITY CLERK MAYOR

Ordinance Passed Approved




File No. 12-1824-S1

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT and ORDINANCE FIRST CONSIDERATION
relative to prohibiting loud or unruly gatherings at residences.

Recommendation for Council action, SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR:

1. PRESENT and ADOPT the accompanying ORDINANCE dated September 20,
2017, adding Section 41.58.1 to Article 1 of Chapter IV of the Los Angeles Municipal
Code (LAMC) to prohibit loud or unruly gatherings on residential property in the City of Los
Angeles and amending Section 11.2.04 of the LAMC to clarify administrative fine amounts,
as amended by the Public Safety Committee to revise the following to Section 41.58.1:

a. Amend Subsection (d) so that the 30 days posting date restarts, if the notice is removed,
altered, tampered with or defaced.

b. Amend Subsection (h) so that the administrative fine of $100 is for the first violation; the
administrative fine of $500 is for the second violation; the administrative fine of $1,000 is
for the third violation; the administrative fine of $2,000 is for the fourth violation; and the
administrative fine of $4,000 is for the fifth and subsequent violations.

Fiscal Impact Statement: None submitted by the City Attorney. Neither the City Administrative
Officer nor the Chief Legislative Analyst has completed a financial analysis of this report.

Community Impact Statement: None submitted.

Summary:
At a regular meeting held on October 11, 2017, the Public Safety Committee considered a City

Attorney report and draft Ordinance regarding party houses. Staff from the City Attorney's Office
provided the Committee with an overview of the draft Ordinance and discussed various aspects
of the Ordinance. Councilmember Ryu commented further and introduced some amendments
relative to fines. Councilmember Englander also commented on the draft Ordinance regarding
notice postings. After an opportunity for public comment, the Committee recommended to
approve the draft Ordinance with the above suggested revisions. This matter is now submitted to
the Council for consideration.

Respectfully Submitted,

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

MEMBER: VOTE
ENGLANDER YES
OFARRELL YES


https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=12-1824-S1

File No. 12-1824-S1

PLANNING AND LAND USE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT and
COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR, PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
relative regulations of Party Houses.

Recommendation for Council action, as initiated by Motion (Ryu - Huizar - Bonin):

REQUEST the City Attorney, in consultation with the Los Angeles Police Department, the
Department of City Planning, and any other relevant departments, to draft an ordinance modeled
after the ordinance used by the City of Newport Beach, incorporating the concerns expressed
during the Planning and Land Use Management Committee regarding preventions of racial
profiling and the following recommendations:

a. Defines a series of activities typically found at an unruly party as anuisance per se,
including clauses found in the noise ordinance, and all the clauses cited in Newport Beach's
ordinance as well as any others as recommended by LAPD;

b. Provides for escalating fines for each successive violation to both the tenant/event host and
property owner and posting the notice of violation on the property, with an additional fine for
removal and criminal charges for excessive numbers of violations;

c. Provides for prohibition periods following a violation when the notice of violation must
remain posted on the front entrance of the property and a subsequent violation during the
notice period would lead to substantially escalated fines and penalties;

d. Includes liens on properties for property owners who fail to pay fines;

e. Includes recommendations on which portions of this ordinance can be included in the
Administrative Citation Enforcement Program;

f. Includes additional fines for commercial events or parties held at a residential unit;

g. Includes a prohibition on any home-sharing or short-term rental activity during a posted
notice of violation period;

Fiscal Impact Statement: Neither the City Administrative Officer nor the Chief Legislative Analyst
has completed a financial analysis of this report.

Community Impact Statement: None submitted.

Summary:
At a regular meeting held on September 27, 2016, the PLUM Committee considered Motion

(Ryu - Huizar - Bonin) relative to regulation of Party Houses. Staff from the DCP provided the
Committee information regarding best practices of other nearby cities pertain to regulating party
houses. Representative of Council District Four presented a letter from Councilmember Ryu
with recommendations to incorporate in the drafting of the City of Los Angeles' ordinance.
Councilmembers Cedillo and Harris-Dawson additionally expressed concerns regarding



preventions of racial profiling. After an opportunity for public comment, the Committee
recommended to approve the Motion along with the recommendations presented by
Councilmembers Ryu, Cedillo and Harris-Dawson. This matter is now submitted to the Council
forit's consideration.

At a regular meeting held on October 26, 2016, the Chair and Vice Chair of the Public Safety
Committee concurred with the PLUM Committee.

Respectfully Submitted,

LP ANNING AND LAND USE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

MEMBER: VOTE
HUIZAR YES
HARRIS-DANVSON  YES
CEDILLO YES
ENGLANDER YES
PRICE YES

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

MEMBER  VOTE
ENGLANDER YES
BUSCANO YES
BONIN ABSENT
OFARRELL ABSENT
MARTINEZ  ABSENT
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