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Westside Regional Alliance of Councils 
Bel Air Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council  Palms Neighborhood Council 

Brentwood Community Council  South Robertson Neighborhood Council 
Del Rey Neighborhood Council  Neighborhood Council of Westchester-Playa 
Mar Vista Community Council  West LA Neighborhood Council  

Pacific Palisades Community Council  Westside Neighborhood Council 
 Venice Neighborhood Council 

Land Use and Planning Committee 

Minutes - Jan. 7, 2017. Co-chairs: Marlene Savage, Barbara Broide 

1. Guest speaker: Nathanial Vergow, Director of Homeless Services 
Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority (city and county joint powers agency) 

Nathaniel VerGow
Director, Homeless Services
Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA)
811 Wilshire Boulevard, 6th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90017  
Tel: 213-797-4574
Fax: 213-892-0093 
Email: nvergow@lahsa.org
www.lahsa.org

Homeless are 1% of population (1/3 are children, 50% are women with children who are victims of 
domestic violence). 
25% are employed. 
Addiction rates are the same as general population. 
LA County 47,000 (5% increase). 
LA City 28,000 (11% increase). 
Most return to housing within 90 days and without government assistance. 
15% are unable to find housing, so LAHSA targets those. 

LAHSA budget: $132,000,000 (federal, state, local grants). 
Structure/goals: Develop homeless strategies for the county and seek public funds. 
Serves as a coordinated entry point for all homeless, and partners with non-profits and public 
agencies to direct homeless persons to best care option. Serves families with children, seniors and 
transitional-age youth. 
This reduces redundancy and agency overlap. 

Cheaper to provide housing and services, than to keep persons on the street, where they generate 
expensive healthcare and police activity/costs. 

Homeless persons are directed to the most appropriate and economical resources that they need 
(temporary shelter, permanent housing, etc.). In the past, when services were uncoordinated, 
homeless persons were routed haphazardly to whatever resources were available. Sometimes, 
high-level resources would be “wasted” on persons who didn’t need that high-level care, so that 
high-level care was often not available when persons who actually needed it showed up. 
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Housing suggestions: More SROs (may be cheaper to build). 
Bundy Ave. animal shelter site – targeted for mix of affordable and special needs, public policy 
goal to provide affordable housing in wealthy districts (even if fewer units per dollar of funding, will 
reduce traffic congestion and social/psychological harm). 

Staff: Outreach, emergency response teams – 95% of clients are homeless on the street. 
No emergency response on weekends. Rely on police, but they may not be trained for homeless 
care. Motel vouchers is option. 
Goal is to route newly homeless (evictions) to a local housing non-profit. 

Shelters are a poor option – loud, no privacy, marginally clean, always full. 
False that homeless want to remain on the street; almost all will accept permanent housing 
(though may reject shelters). 
False that L.A. attracts homeless. Most have been here for years. 

Other issues: 
Measure S (Neighborhood Integrity Initiative) will not prohibit affordable/homeless housing. Those 
housing types are specifically exempt. 

County should inventory its available land and make available for housing. A county site at 
Pico/Veteran was re-purposed to affordable housing. (LA City did such an RFP in 2016 for excess 
sites).

LAHD is in the middle of an audit of SB1818 units to ensure that tenants are qualified low-income 
(developers may try to rent at full price, or rent as AirBNB short-term rentals). 

RV parking: New ordinance to prohibit in residential areas during the day and allow only in C and 
M zones overnight. City is drawing maps to show where parking may and may not occur. In effect 
this year, but 30 day moratorium until police are trained. 
Goal is to start a pilot project in 2017 to use city and non-profit parking lots with services for 
overnight parking (similar to Santa Barbara program). 

General solution is to improve income inequality in the U.S. (but most wealthy do not wish to pay 
fair wages and hoard their money), and to build more housing in general (high-density can be built 
at appropriate locations and in appropriate scale) – L.A.’s vacancy is low at 2-3%, which pushes up 
rents, and land speculators are pushing up land prices. 

Can vacant buildings (like the closed supermarket on Wilshire) be rented short-term to provide 
shelter and services? 

Homeless count: Jan. 24-25 (allows County to determine need and submit for grant funding). 

2. Announcements 
Next meeting: Sat., Feb. 5, 10:00 am. West LA Civic Center, 1645 Corinth Ave. (enter via ramp on 
west side of building, next to courthouse). 
Guest speaker: Tom Rothmann, ReCode L.A. zoning update 

Possible agenda: 
1. Grassroots West LA Community Plan update. 



� 3

2. Sepulveda-Expo-Pico mixed-use project (old Casden project): Demolition is underway, 
status of community design meetings is needed from Westside NC. 

3. Proposal for ban on developer campaign donations to Councilmen who are reviewing 
projects from those developers. 

� PlancheckNC: Sat., Jan. 14 (Hollenbeck Police Station, 2111 E. 1st St., Boyle Heights 
90033).




























