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September 22, 2023 
 
Hon. Karen Bass, Mayor, City of Los Angeles 
City Councilmembers, Westside of Los Angeles: Hon. Traci Park, CD 11; Hon. Katy Yaroslavsky, CD 5; 
Hon. Heather Hutt, CD 10; Hon. Nithya Raman, CD 4 
Vincent P. Bertoni, Director of Planning, Los Angeles Dept. of City Planning (DCP) 
Aura Garcia, President, Los Angeles City Board of Public Works (BPW) 
Osama Younan, General Manager, Los Angeles Dept. of Building & Safety (LADBS) 
Ted Allen, City Engineer, Los Angeles Bureau of Engineering (BOE) 
Keith Mozee, Executive Director, Los Angeles Bureau of Street Services (StreetsLA) 
Miguel Sangalang, Executive Director, Los Angeles Bureau of Street Lighting (LALights) 
Jimmy Kim, General Manager, Los Angeles Dept. of Recreation and Parks (RAP) 
 

Via email to all addressees 
 
Re:   Request to Minimize Light Pollution in Los Angeles  
          
Dear Mayor Bass, Westside Councilmembers and other City officials: 
 
As many of you know, the Westside Regional Alliance of Councils (WRAC) is a coalition of all fourteen 
neighborhood and community councils on the Westside of Los Angeles, located primarily in CDs 5 and 
11 and in portions of CDs 4 and 10. 
 
WRAC’s member councils have become concerned with the extent and impacts of light pollution in Los 
Angeles. See: https://westsidecouncils.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Background-Motion-Light-Pollution.pdf.  
As a result, a majority of our member councils have passed the following motion, which is an adopted 
position of WRAC: 
 

“WRAC requests that the City implement the Five Principles of Responsible Outdoor Lighting that 
minimize light pollution by following these guidelines (adopted by the Illuminating Engineering Society 
and the International Dark-Sky Association): 
 

• All light should have a clear purpose. 
• Light should be directed only where needed. 
• Light should be no brighter than necessary. 
• Light should be used only when it is useful. 
• Use warmer color lights where possible. 

 
“The City shall enact/codify these principles through its departments and agencies for City facilities and 
properties such as buildings, parking lots and parks, the streetlight system, the airport and port, and for 
private development. 
 

“Community Plans and Specific Plans shall also enact similar dark sky practices, and include      
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limitations on bright lights, light trespass and illumination of building facades.” 
 
The language of the above motion has been approved by the following WRAC member councils:  Bel Air-
Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council, Brentwood Neighborhood Council, Del Rey Neighborhood 
Council,* (*modified version in keeping with the spirit of the motion), Pacific Palisades Community 
Council, Venice Neighborhood Council, West LA-Sawtelle Neighborhood Council, Westside 
Neighborhood Council, Westwood Neighborhood Council. 
 
No member council has opposed the WRAC motion or submitted a minority report to accompany this 
position. 
 
For these reasons, WRAC respectfully requests that: 
 

1) Westside Councilmembers Park, Yaroslavsky, Hutt and Raman initiate motions and/or a Council 
File calling for regulation to minimize light pollution in Los Angeles, including enactment / 
codification of dark sky practices and the Five Principles of Responsible Outdoor Lighting (“Five 
Principles” / referenced in the WRAC motion above) with respect to all City facilities and 
properties, private development, Community Plans and Specific Plans; and  

 

2) all relevant City departments and agencies, including DCP, BPW, LADBS, BOE, StreetsLA, 
LALights and RAP, take steps to implement dark sky practices and the Five Principles in Los 
Angeles, as called for in the WRAC motion above.  

 
Thank you for your consideration and attention to this important matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Robin Greenberg and Christina Spitz 
 

Robin Greenberg, Chair 
Christina Spitz, Vice-Chair 
Westside Regional Alliance of Councils 
 
cc (via email):  
Randall Winston, Deputy Mayor of Infrastructure; Jared Rivera, Deputy Mayor of Community Engagement; Lisa 
Webber, Deputy Director of Planning/Projects; Shana Bonstin, Deputy Director of Community Planning, DCP; Deborah 
Weintraub, Chief Deputy City Engineer, BOE; Frank Lara, Director, Government & Community Relations, LADBS; 
Gary Harris, Chief Operations Officer, StreetsLA; Fabian Cheng, Assistant Director/Chief Engineer, LALights; Cathie 
Santo Domingo, Asst. General Manager, RAP 
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