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December 18, 2023

Hon. Karen Bass, Mayor, City of Los Angeles

Hon. Traci Park, LA City Councilwoman, Council District 11

Hon. Lindsey Horvath, LA County Supervisor, Supervisorial District 3

Vincent P. Bertoni, AICP, Director, Los Angeles Dept. of City Planning

Amy S. Bodek, AICP, Director, Los Angeles County Dept. of Regional Planning

Via email to all addressees and submission to the City Clerk online filing portal in CF 19-0987

Re: West LA Commons/West LA Civic Center Redevelopment Project —
Request City Support for Public Park and Skateboard Facility;
City CF #19-0987, Case #s CPC-2022-3679-DB-VCU-MCUP-SPR-HCA. ENV-2022-1357-EAF;
County Case #s PRJ2022-000303, RPPL.2022-000742

Dear Mayor Bass, Councilwoman Park, Supervisor Horvath and Directors Bertoni and Bodek:

The Westside Regional Alliance of Councils (WRAC) is a cooperative coalition, founded in 2009, of all
fourteen neighborhood and community councils on the Westside of Los Angeles located in CDs 5 and 11
and portions of CDs 4 and 10. WRAC Member Councils collectively represent approximately 500,000
Angelenos.

WRAC’s Member Councils have long expressed concerns about the scarcity of public parks and public
open space / “green space” in neighborhoods on the Westside of Los Angeles. West LA-Sawtelle and
other areas in the region are park poor and residents are not afforded the benefits of parks and green
space (grassland) in their communities. WRAC Member Councils and their stakeholders on the
Westside are familiar with the West LA Civic Center / West LA Commons Project area, visiting and/or
holding meetings at the West LA Municipal Building and Felicia Mahood Senior Center. Many of our
Member Councils are also aware of the legacy of skateboarding in the Project area.

In light of their concerns, their familiarity with conditions and their connections to the Project area, a
majority of WRAC Member Councils have now adopted the following motion (or taken a modified
position in keeping with its spirit) to request City support for the request of West LA-Sawtelle
Neighborhood Council (WLASNC) for a public park and skateboard facility at the proposed West LA
Commons project (the Project), which is accordingly an adopted position of WRAC:

The Westside Regional Alliance of Councils (WRAC) requests that the City support the
WLASNC s request for a public park and skateboard facility as part of the West L.A.
Commons project, while maintaining high-density housing and numerous affordable units.
The park would serve the 2,500 tenants of the project, the 5,000 neighbors who live to the
south and don 't have a park (many are low-income households), and visitors from Westwood,
Mar Vista, Bel Air-Beverly Crest and Brentwood who visit the Felicia Mahood Senior Center
and the West L.A. Municipal Building.
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The following WRAC Member Councils have advised that they have adopted the above motion:
Brentwood Community Council, Neighborhood Council Westchester/Playa, Pacific Palisades
Community Council, Palms Neighborhood Council, West Los Angeles-Sawtelle Neighborhood Council,
Westside Neighborhood Council and Westwood Neighborhood Council. Mar Vista Community Council
has advised that it has adopted a modified version in keeping with the spirt of the motion (support for
creation of public park),

We understand that “enhanced open space” may have been proposed for the Project, i.e., open hardscape
without any grass/green space or playground equipment. We stress that providing such an area without
grassland or a playground is entirely insufficient to meet the community’s urgent need for an actual
public park. WRAC therefore respectfully urges the City of Los Angeles to support WLASNC’s
request for a public park and skateboard facility at the West LA Commons Project.

Thank you for your consideration and attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,
Robin Greenberg omd Chwistina Spitz

Robin Greenberg, Chair
Christina Spitz, Vice-Chair
Westside Regional Alliance of Councils

cc (via email):

Lisa Webber, AICP, Deputy Director of Project Planning, LA Dept. of City Planning
David J. DeGrazia. Deputy Director, LA County Dept. of Regional Planning
Jolee Hui, Senior Regional Planner, LA County Dept. of Regional Planning
Randall Winston, Deputy Mayor of City Infrastructure, Mayor Bass

Jared Rivera, Deputy Mayor of Community Engagement, Mayor Bass

Marian Ensley, West LA Representative of Community Engagement, Mayor Bass
Star Parsamyan, Chief of Staff, Councilwoman Park

Jeff Khau, Planning Deputy, Councilwoman Park

Estevan Montemayor, Chief of Staff, Supervisor Horvath

Zachary Gaidzik, West-Metro LA Deputy, Supervisor Horvath

Walton Chiu, Chair, West LA-Sawtelle Neighborhood Council



