Background Information: PPCC & WNC proposed
WRAC motion to oppose SB 79 / support CF 25-0002-S19

SB 79 text: https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml!?bill id=202520260SB79
Commentary/reporting on the bill:
https://www.kged.org/news/12031302/wieners-controversial-bill-to-allow-housing-near-transit-is-back

https://cal.streetsblog.org/2025/03/17/wiener-introduces-legislation-to-increase-housing-density-near-transit

SB 79 is another bill by Sen. Wiener, seeking to streamline approval of very high multistory housing (up to seven
stories) near certain bus stops and rail lines (“major transit stops”*), regardless of zoning, local circumstances or
safety considerations (i.e., including in single-family home /R-1 neighborhoods). The bill does not include an
unconditional exemption for the Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone (VHFHSZ). All or major portions of three
WRAC member councils (PPCC, BCC and BABCNC) are in the designated VHFHSZ.

The bill would also require streamlined approval of such housing even if a municipality, such as Los Angeles,
already has an approved and compliant Housing Element, i.e., has met the state-mandated housing number.

CM Lee has submitted a resolution in Council (second by CW Park) for the Council to add opposition to SB 79 to
the State’s legislative agenda for 2025-26: https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2025/25-0002-519 misc 03-28-25.pdf
CF 25-0002-5S19: https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=25-0002-519

The proposed WRAC motion is consistent with WRAC's long held positions opposing legislation that provided for
streamlined approval of housing development, eliminated local control and/or failed to include an unconditional
exemption for parcels in the VHFHSZ — and supporting a bill to restore local control over land use decisions.

See: https://westsidecouncils.com/motion/support-for-aca-7-muratsuchi-glazer / (support legislation to restore local
control over land use decisions)

https://westsidecouncils.com/motion/oppose-sb-9-support-cf-21-0002-s18 / (oppose SB 9)
https://westsidecouncils.com/motion/oppose-sb-10-support-cf-21-0002-s21 / (oppose SB 10)
https://westsidecouncils.com/motion/sb-50-opposition-to-senate-bill/ (oppose SB 50)
https://westsidecouncils.com/adopted-positions/page/8 (oppose SB 827)

Both PPCC & WNC passed motions at their April meetings opposing SB 79 and/or supporting CF 25-0002-519.**

-- Chris Spitz, WRAC Vice-Chair, PPCC Rep to WRAC and At-large Rep
Prepared in connection with the 4/21/25 WRAC board meeting

* CA Pub Res Code Sec. 21064.3: “’Major transit stop’ means a site containing an existing rail transit station, a ferry
terminal served by either a bus or rail transit service, or the intersection of two or more major bus routes with a frequency of
service interval of 15 minutes or less during the morning and afternoon peak commute periods.”

** See PPCC’s position letter on SB 79: https://pacpalicc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/PPCC-Letter-Oppose-SB-79-R.pdf.
As explained, housing legislation that does not contain an unconditional exemption for the VHFHSZ places the public “at
severe risk to public safety due to congested evacuation routes during wildfire emergencies and mandatory evacuations — a
risk that was already demonstrated on January 7 during the Palisades Fire, when many people were forced to abandon cars
due to the extreme traffic congestion and to escape the fires on foot.” See also PPCC’s 2020 policy statement, explaining
why bills with a conditional exception (“an exception to the exception’) put the lives and safety of residents and firefighters
alike at extreme risk. See: https://pacpalicc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Fire-Hazard-Exemption-Policy.pdf. See also
WNC'’s CIS supporting CF 25-00002-S19: https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2025/25-0002-S19 cis 4-10-2025.pdf. Further, see
NWNC's CIS opposing CF 25-0002-519:: https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2025/25-0002-519 cis 04-03-2025.pdf (in effect an
outlier from WRAC's positions on similar bills calling for streamlining of housing density).
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