
 

Bel Air-Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council  Palms Neighborhood Council 

Brentwood Community Council  South Robertson Neighborhoods Council 

Del Rey Neighborhood Council Venice Neighborhood Council 

Mar Vista Community Council  West LA-Sawtelle Neighborhood Council 

Neighborhood Council of Westchester-Playa Westside Neighborhood Council 

 North Westwood Neighborhood Council  Westwood Community Council 

westsidecouncils.com Pacific Palisades Community Council Westwood Neighborhood Council 

 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

Westside Regional Alliance of Councils (WRAC)  

Special In-Person Breakfast, Board Meeting and  

Discussion with L.A. District Attorney Nathan Hochman 

 

Monday, March 16, 2026 7:15 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.  

 

Belmont Village Senior Living – Westwood 10475 Wilshire Boulevard 

Town Hall  
 

Special thanks to Belmont Village Senior Living -- Westwood  

for graciously hosting our WRAC Special In-Person Breakfast, Board Meeting and Discussion with the 

District Attorney, Nathan Hochman. 

 

 

7:15 a.m. – Complimentary Hot Breakfast Buffet  

 

Member Sann thanked the whole crew at the Belmont. Chair Greenberg provided welcoming comments 

to all present.  

 

Chair Greenberg introduced D.A. Hochman and thanked him for being here today.  

 

D.A. Hochman introduced himself and discussed his approach to public safety, noting that since he came 

into the position, he has taken a different approach to that previously taken. This included a rejection of 

absolute policies; policies hooked to political preferences rather than evidence and the law and rejected on 

one end of the spectrum mass incarceration and then rejected decarceration.  He wanted to go back to 

focusing on individual cases and would figure out appropriate punishment accordingly.  

 

Following his presentation, the WRAC Board thanked our esteemed Special Meeting Guest L.A. District 

Attorney Nathan Hochman for honoring us with his participation, answering our questions and sharing 

important information about the D.A.’s work, policies, and goals.  We look forward to continuing a 

productive working relationship. 

_________ 

 

See page 2, following, for Business Agenda Items addressed by the WRAC Board.  

 

Due to space limitations, attendance was limited to Board members and government representatives who 

previously RSVP’d.  

General Public Comment on items not on the agenda, Reports from Committees and New Business were 

all deferred to the 4/20/26 WRAC Board meeting. 
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Business Meeting Agenda Items, WRAC Special In-Person Board Meeting, 3/16/26 

 

1. Call to Order, Roll Call and Establishment of Quorum.   

Chair Greenberg (BABCNC) called the meeting to order at 8:39 a.m. WRAC Minutes Taker, 

Cathy Palmer, called the roll with quorum met.   

13 Board Members Present:   

BABCNC Robin Greenberg, Chair  

PPCC Chris Spitz, Vice-Chair  

BCC Carolyn LoBuglio  

MVCC Charlene Samiley  

NCWP Theresa Torrance  

NWNC Connor Webb  

PalmsNC Kay Hartman 

SORONC Michael Lynn  

VNC Nico Ruderman  

WLASNC Jay Handal  

WNC Terri Tippit  

WCC Steve Sann  

WWNC Lisa Chapman  

Nonvoting Alternates Present:   

Nickie Miner (BABCNC), Sue Kohl (PPCC), Carolyn Jordan (BCC), Andrew Marton (MVCC), 

Alexandra Reynolds (NCWP) Jason Plummer (SORONC), David Feige (VNC), Vic Pacheco 

(WLASNC), Barbara Broide (WNC), and Sandy Brown (WWNC)  

 

2. Announcements from the Chair  

a. Welcome new VNC President and alt. rep to WRAC, David Feige.  

b. Next Board meeting April 20, 2026, via Zoom 

 

3. Reports from Government Representatives  

Prior to hearing from our government representatives, Chair Greenberg wanted to thank each of 

the reps present this morning. At this time, Steve Sann invited each rep up to receive a little token 

of appreciation from Chair Greenberg. At this time, Sherwin Shamoeil, Field Rep for 

Assemblymember Rick Chavez Zbur, related that March 27th is his last day with Assemblymember 

Zbur’s office. He is moving to a new opportunity and wanted to let us know that it was a joy to 

know us at WRAC and trusts that we will meet again. 

 

Michelle Persoff, District Director for Assemblymember Isaac Bryan 

michelle.persoff@asm.ca.gov  

Michelle related that she would miss Sherwin as a partner in this work. She gave updates to the 

Assemblymenber’s committees and noted that 15 of his bills have passed, mentioning the foster 

youth work bill and a bill on speculative ticketing, which ends that practice.  She noted that they 

had a tacos and taxes event last weekend and on April 25th will cohost a stewardship event at the 

Ballona Wetlands with other Earth Day / Earth Month activities.    

 

Amanda (Mandy) Laflen with Paige Hajiloo, Westside Reps for Supervisor Lindsey Horvath 

ALaflen@bos.lacounty.gov 

mailto:michelle.persoff@asm.ca.gov
mailto:ALaflen@bos.lacounty.gov
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Mandy introduced Paige who is coming on as a field deputy, taking over for Katie Abrams next 

month.  She mentioned that on May 8th, the first three stops of the D-Line extension: Wilshire/La 

Cienega, Wilshire/La Brea and Wilshire/Fairfax will have a grand opening, and she hopes many 

people will attend. She reported that service providers in the homeless space have still not been 

paid through LAHSA, and the Supervisor has ordered an audit to find out where that money has 

gone and why they haven’t been paid.  The County has started its own homelessness department. 

They also extended price gouging protections from the Palisades fire.  Upcoming events: There is 

a Ciclavia on Westwood on the WLA side April 26th.  Questions were asked and answered.  

 

Member Jay Handal (WLASNC) asked as to the breach of contract from LAHSA to pay their 

employees.  Member Broide (WNC) asked about first mile/last mile, Ohio Avenue project, to 

which Mandy said she would set up a meeting for Justin, their transportation deputy, to speak.   

Member Lisa Chapman (WWNC ) asked about what the County is doing to expand on the 100 

locked beds for the County of Los Angeles, which she feels is unacceptable. Member Carolyn 

LoBuglio (BCC) asked about putting mentally ill people in jail and asked who the force or lobby 

behind the 16-bed restriction is.   Member Connor Webb (NWNC) asked about the opening of the 

Westwood and VA Station. Mandy will check whether it is opening in fall or spring 2028.   

 

Michael Amster, West LA Deputy for Councilwoman Traci Park michael.amster@lacity.org  

Michael gave updates beginning with the Councilwoman’s resolution against the Trump 

administration’s plans to increase development in the coastal areas.  Councilwoman Park has 

developed a resolution to oppose development and offshore drilling along the coastal wetlands and 

coast.  He spoke on her work to activate a transit hub at Venice lot 731 and noted that the 

Transportation Committee recently approved her plan to get coastal access and a mobility hub at 

731, which he explained.  He discussed the disastrous encampment at Del Rey and Beach that has 

been a problem not just for the sidewalks but is creating massive safety hazards and threats to 

businesses.  He noted that this last week, there was an Inside Safe site which housed about 30 

individuals, and the Councilwoman is getting a 41.18 zone there as well as at Wilshire/Westgate 

and other locations throughout the district.  

 

Michael noted that yesterday they had their Mar Vista tax preparation event, in partnership with 

NourishLA and their food distribution event.  The tax prep event was a big deal for their office, as 

their family resource center had to move, and to fill the gap, they had to work with partners, e.g., 

the Catholic church and NourishLA, and as a result had a very successful, smooth event.  This past 

Thursday they had a veteran’s resource fair on the VA campus, at which they provided gift cards 

to Ralphs.  Michael thanked Member Carolyn LoBuglio for helping with the gift cards.  

 

Michael mentioned the Bundy Triangle night market on March 27th to include a farmer’s market.   

Inside the Triangle, they’ll be partnering with the Kaden Children’s Museum for free 

programming starting March 27th.  On April 25th there will be an Emergency Preparedness event 

at St. Martin of Tours, for which he’ll send us a flyer.  He lastly noted that the Councilwoman was 

at the Palibu Chamber of Commerce Connection Breakfast at Gladstones, to connect with business 

community.  Member Steve Sann (WCC) thanked Member Jay Handal and Member Vic Pacheco 

(WLASNC), along with WLASNC President Walton Chiu, for pushing through restoration of the 

Triangle greenspace for public use. Member Handal noted on behalf of all Del Rey and Beach 

businesses, that he appreciates the action that came down the other day, housing people and 

clearing the area, noting that it had become a Skid Row of sorts. 

 

mailto:michael.amster@lacity.org
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Carlos Penilla, Field Representative for Senator Lola Smallwood-Cuevas  

Carlos related that the Senator was able to secure some money for Exposition Park, ground zero 

for the Olympics. The facility hasn’t been upgraded since the 1984 games. The Senator has 

secured $100M for the infrastructure.  They need curb cuts, upgraded for ADA compliance, as the 

Paralympics will come right after the Olympics. They need to fix the roads. They hope to secure 

more funding this year to keep the effort going.  The Coliseum is okay. USC has been making 

upgrades. The park itself needs improvements.  Carlos noted that the congressman for the area was 

able secure $1M for security, as security upgrades to the facility are needed. The Senator is 

committed to obtaining funding for the facility. He noted that Senator Ben Allen’s office has 

toured the facility, and his office plans to do another tour. The Senator has completed her 

legislative package, with bills related to grand jury reports, health care and employment and 

workers’ rights  Write to Carlos.penilla@sen.ca.gov to ask for their bill list. 

 

Sophia Liebman, Field Representative for Senator Ben Allen, 24th Senate District    

Sophia noted that they also completed the Senator's bill package. One bill is related to closing 

three price gouging loopholes to prevent renters from being price gouged under emergencies. It 

also permits the City Attorney to enforce the Cartwright Act.  Another bill relates to nonrenewal 

reform insurance to ensure that policy holders are told the reason their coverage is not renewed or 

extended and are provided an opportunity to correct any issues regarding the reason given by the 

insurer as to why they are not being renewed. Another bill aims to close enforcement gaps by 

giving the California Department of Insurance (CDI) authority to compel insurers to correct 

violations found in examinations. It authorizes penalties for non-compliance with examination 

recommendations, offering tighter oversight.  She will share the full list of their package and speak 

to any neighborhood councils. Write to Sophia.Liebman@sen.ca.gov to ask for their bill list. 

 

Sean Regan, District Representative for U.S. Rep. Brad Sherman   

sean.reganca@mail.house.gov  

Sean introduced himself and noted that their constituent services are running full steam 

ahead, helping with Medicare, Social Security and passports, which are his specialty.  

He invites us to attend the Congressman's next telephone town hall on March 31st and April 21st.  

They hope to have an in-person town hall at some point this year.   He noted that appropriations 

season is upon us. Some projects from the previous fiscal year that have had an impact on the 

Westside include acquisition of four new C-130J Super Hercules firefighting aircraft for the local 

National Guard, two of which were deployed for our fires, which were tremendously helpful.  

 

Sean provided figures for fire station renovations, in particular Fire Station 19 in Brentwood; for 

brush clearance in the Santa Monica Mountains; for utilities undergrounding; for tree replanting in 

fire damaged areas; for a WLA LAPD Real Time Crime Center to strengthen the security camera 

network around that area and ensure that crime rates are kept down; for the Jewish Federation 

Council of Greater LA, for Jewish schools, synagogues, and other organizations, as we are facing 

a scourge of antisemitism and will continue to defend those of the Jewish faith from undue attacks.  

He added that the Congressman obtained $350M in federal funding for construction in the North 

WLA VA campus. The Congressman will do his best to make sure that all our vets who need 

assistance will get what they fought for and deserve, such as housing and healthcare, etc. He plans 

to visit us frequently, including visiting each of our neighborhoods individually. 

 

Member Handal asked about the VA, noting that the County is proposing 162 beds on the Armory 

property on Federal and Wilshire, which involves a lot of controversy. He received a letter from 

mailto:Carlos.penilla@sen.ca.gov
mailto:Sophia.Liebman@sen.ca.gov
mailto:sean.reganca@mail.house.gov
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the Supervisor’s office as to legality, and he has requested in the past from Congressman Lieu’s 

office and has not received documentation as to the legal transfer of that property so his NC can 

have information to understand if it is legal or not.  

 

Jennifer Hull, Westside Representative for Mayor Bass jennifer.hull@lacity.org  

Jennifer came to give us updates and noted that they are working on public transportation, 

including the Sepulveda Transit Corridor Project.  

 

She noted that Mayor Bass has approved a standard plan to support Palisades rebuilding, including 

a standard plan pilot program for faster permitting.  Habitat for Humanity of Greater Los Angeles 

has committed to building 75 homes for qualified wildfire survivors. A few weeks ago, 

the Mayor allowed for self-certification for the plan. She noted that the process through Planning 

can be very long and the Mayor's office is trying to streamline that to allow folks to build faster. 

 

Jennifer noted that last week, the Mayor held a hearing of mayors on the effects of ICE raids on 

communities, and to advocate for the safety and rights of immigrant families.  

 

Last week a report came out by health officials showing a drop in the number of deaths of the 

unhoused population.  They are still doing Inside Safe operations, recently for the one at Beach 

and Del Rey in CD11 and were able to house 24 people.  They are trying to open more services for 

Inside Safe operations. They are close to budget season. Let her know your NC’s priorities.  

 

She wanted to plug the “Shine LA” (cleanups) every fourth Saturday of the month but also noted 

that they want to move these events towards resources rather than simply cleanups. The next one 

is at MacArthur Park on March 28th. She recommended that we sign up for the 

Mayor's newsletter. 

 

Member Kay Hartman (Palms NC) thanked Jennifer for help getting the Metro ride-along event 

approved, to take place on April 18th. Member Hartman noted that she and Member 

Handal are members of the Budget Advocates and will be releasing the BA’s 2026 White 

Paper with their recommendations for the budget. 

 

Sherwin Shamoeil, Field Representative for Assemblymember Rick Chavez Zbur, AD 51  

Sherwin gave his final report, noting that the Assemblymember's full bill package is in. One bill is 

to allow people to be able to reach a real human when calling a credit card company call 

center. Another bill involves spikes in utility costs, where the costs are shifting to data centers; the 

bill would ensure that spikes in costs do not get passed on to the consumer. The Assemblymember 

also has a bill with a member of the Republican delegation, to ensure that  federal land sold within 

California is used for conservation and park uses. He closed his report by telling us he loves us all. 

 

[Attention was turned to item #5, following which attention was turned to Item #4.] 

 

4. Board Member Updates    

Lisa Chapman (WWNC) announced that she has resigned from her NC, and next month will be 

her last board meeting; she is also resigning from WRAC, and moving to Arizona, to be closer to 

her grandkids. She wanted to let us know how grateful she has been to serve on this board and on 

the NC, and next month they will hold elections for her positions on the NC and for WRAC, as 

mailto:jennifer.hull@lacity.org
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well as the WRAC committees. Vice-Chair Spitz remarked on behalf of WRAC that we will miss 

Lisa and thanked her and WWNC Chair Greenberg gave a special thank you to Lisa as well. 

 

Carolyn Jordan (BCC) encouraged members to investigate a bill introduced by Senator 

Archuleta, SB 907; supported by MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving). One of the measures 

will be named "Braun’s Law," after teenager Braun Levi, who was killed by a suspected drunk 

driver last year while walking in Manhattan Beach. 

  

Member Broide (WNC) reported on a long list of items, including but not limited to: 

o Deadline for comments on the Open Space Element Draft. All four Westside Community Plan 

areas have received notice of preparation of the DEIR. The comment deadline is March 23rd at 

5:00 p.m. 

o Councilmember Yaroslavsky has a council file as to illegal signs; Member Broide will email 

the report. 

o SB79 implementation - the PLUM committee did not make a recommendation of full options 

at its meeting; Member Broide hopes that there will be a legal challenge to SB79. 

o The "Olympics Streamlining Ordinance" (OSO), is coming back, under Council File No. 15-

0989-S47; it is actively advancing in early 2026 to accelerate construction for the 2028 Games. 

There must be language added to that measure to say that digital signs cannot become 

permanent. 

o The Charter Reform Commission recommends that Area Planning Commissions be eliminated. 

o Public Works is changing the notification on tree removals. 

[Member Broide will email her list to Vice-Chair Spitz to distribute to WRAC members.] 

 

Member Nico Ruderman (VNC) reported on the successful CD11 candidate forum and thanked 

Members Handal, Spitz and Sann for their contributions to the event's success. 

 

Member Hartman (PalmsNC) noted that the City Clerk did not budget for Elections next year. 

We should all be writing to the Charter Reform Commission and requesting language that will 

prevent this. [As to NC funding language that Member Hartman wants to include in the Charter, 

she will email WRAC members the language she recommends, upon request.] 

 

5. Approval of Minutes  

a. Motion (Robin Greenberg) – The February 23, 2026, meeting minutes were approved by 

unanimous consent, as moved by Sann and Handal, as moved by Members Sann and Handal. 

 

6. Old Business 

a. Support CF 25-1484 (Park) - Regulation of Sober Living Density in Los Angeles  

(passage deadline April 2026). 8 councils adopted: BCC, DRNC,* MVCC,* NCWP, PPCC,* 

WNC,* WNC,* and WLASNC (*modified versions). 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:39 a.m. Next Meeting:  April 20, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. 


