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April 21, 2026                           
                                           
To:  WRAC Member Council Board representatives 
From:  WRAC Chair Robin Greenberg and Vice-Chair Chris Spitz 
 
In case you missed it, here’s an update on the April 20, 2026, WRAC Board meeting. 
 
Government Reports: 
 

The following government representatives joined our April 20th meeting, shared reports on the work of their elected 
officials, and described legislative efforts to date:  Janet Turner, District Representative for U.S. Rep. Ted Lieu; Sophia 
Liebman, Field Representative for Senator Ben Allen;  Zac Gaidzik, Westside Representatives for Supervisor Lindsey 
Horvath; Jennifer Hull, Westside Representative for Mayor Bass (who gave an overview of the Mayor’s proposed 2026-
27 Budget: https://cao.lacity.gov/budget/); Cairo Rodriguez, West LA Deputy for Councilwoman Katy Yaroslavsky; and 
Michael Amster, West LA Deputy for Councilwoman Traci Park. 
 
In addition, Santos Sanchez of the Planning Dept. provided information about ongoing work and outreach by Planning; 
and Leah McKenzie of LADWP invited WRAC to send two representatives to the Advisory Commission on the “LA100 
Plan” – see https://www.ladwp.com/who-we-are/power-system/la100-plan for more information.  Please let Robin and me 
know if you are interested in serving as a rep for WRAC on this Commission. 
 
Chair’s Announcements: 
 

--  The Chair welcomed Connie Boukidis, new President of WWNC and WWNC’s primary rep to WRAC. We once again 
thanked Lisa Chapman, past WWNC President, for her longtime service to WRAC and the Westwood community! 

 

-- The Chair also remarked again on the success of the March 16th special breakfast meeting with D.A. Hochman, and 
thanked Steve Sann for all that he does to coordinate with Belmont on organizing and producing these successful 
meetings.  Steve remarked that we of course hope to continue to hold in-person meetings at Belmont with guest speakers, 
and suggested that Board members recommend speakers for future events. 
 
WRAC Meetings & Events: 
 

-- Upcoming Board meeting:  May 18, 2026 
-- Upcoming committee meetings:  MTC 5/20/26; WRAC Vice-Chair Spitz explained that the MTC has not had quorum    
    at recent meetings; she encouraged Member Councils to check with their MTC reps, and if they are unable or not 
    interested in continuing to serve, to consider appointing different primary reps or additional alternate reps to the MTC; 
    HOC (date TBD); Committee Chair Handal explained that the HOC meets when its members suggest agenda topics. 
 
New/Recommended Motions: 

 

-- The Board passed the following motions for recommendation to Member Councils:1  
 

 
1 It was noted that the Mayor’s proposed 2026-27 Budget, released on 4/20, does not remove funding for NC elections.  
Nonetheless, since changes may occur during the City Council approval process, Board members in attendance thought it 
would be prudent to take steps to try and adopt a WRAC position on this issue.  Of course, since the Council budget process 
will take place very soon (starting with Budget Committee meetings in April-May and continuing with Council hearings later 
in May), it would be important for Member Councils to take up these motions as soon as possible in the coming weeks. 

https://cao.lacity.gov/budget/
https://www.ladwp.com/who-we-are/power-system/la100-plan


 

 
 

2 

1)  Support Restoration of Full Funding for NC Elections in the Fiscal Year 2026-27 Budget (proposed by Ravi 
Sandkaran/DRNC; Quenton Richards in attendance at the meeting and making the motion). 
https://westsidecouncils.com/motion/support-restoration-of-full-funding-for-nc-elections-in-the-fiscal-year-2026-27-budget/ 
 

2)  Support Budget Advocates 2026 White Paper (proposed by Jay Handal/WLASNC; note: the Board voted to amend 
the motion by removing the second paragraph which was duplicative of the first motion by DRNC, #1 above). 
https://westsidecouncils.com/motion/support-budget-advocates-2026-white-paper/ 
 
Reminder:  Pending motions are recommended only – they are not WRAC positions until they are passed by at least a  
majority (8) of Member Councils, who are free to decide whether to take up any pending motions.2 

 
We also emphasize that WRAC is of course a cooperative coalition which seeks, whenever possible, to advocate for our  
Member Councils’ common / regional interests and concerns, as reflected in motions that a majority or more of WRAC  
Board representatives have voted to recommend for possible consideration by our Member Councils – and may eventually 
become adopted WRAC positions.   
 

See you at our next Board meeting on May 18, 2026. 
 

Best regards, 

 

Robin and Chris  

 
2 Even if a given motion is not passed by a majority of Member Councils and thus does not become an adopted WRAC position, 
those Member Councils that have passed the motion are free to submit (and should submit) CIS and/or position letters on their 
own behalf.  Collectively, positions expressed by several Member Councils, even if short of a majority in WRAC, are 
meaningful and may have a positive impact. 

https://westsidecouncils.com/motion/support-restoration-of-full-funding-for-nc-elections-in-the-fiscal-year-2026-27-budget/
https://westsidecouncils.com/motion/support-budget-advocates-2026-white-paper/

